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A 2025 study of sustainable development experts marks a critical turning point in the
evolution of the global sustainable development agenda. Although the concept itself has
remained dominant for several decades, experts highlight its growing obsolescence - the
current framework no longer adequately addresses contemporary challenges and societal
needs. More than nine out of ten experts surveyed emphasise the need for a comprehensive
overhaul. This signals a paradigm shift in the trajectory of global sustainability. [1-2]

The concept of sustainable development is simultaneously an idea, a philosophical
approach, and a scientific and theoretical framework explaining how humanity can
achieve economic and social progress without compromising the natural environment or
the needs of future generations. The concept is worldview-oriented and underpins the
basic principles of sustainability, first articulated in the Brundtland Commission’s report
Our Common Future (1987). At the same time, the Sustainable Development Agenda
serves as a practical implementation framework of this concept - a strategic action plan
that translates the principles of sustainability into measurable goals, targets, and
indicators. The most prominent documents include: Agenda 21, adopted at the UN

Conference on Environment and Development (Rio de Janeiro, 1992); The 2030 Agenda



for Sustainable Development, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. Thus, the
concept of sustainable development defines the theoretical and methodological
foundations for harmonising the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of
progress, while the Sustainable Development Agenda translates these foundations into a
global implementation framework - a time-bound action plan operationalised through
goals, indicators, and milestones (notably the UN’s 2030 Agenda).

In 2025, GlobeScan, ERM, and Volans jointly conducted an international expert
survey titled “Sustainable Development at a Crossroads”, involving 844 highly qualified
experts from 72 countries. The study’s findings revealed a critical juncture in global
sustainability discourse, signalling shifting conditions and the emergence of a new
economic paradigm. An analysis of the survey results indicates a growing critical
reassessment of the current global sustainability agenda. However, this trend should be
viewed not as a crisis but as an opportunity - a call to update strategies, redefine priorities,
and adopt innovative, context-sensitive solutions capable of addressing present-day
challenges and reflecting local realities.

Future scientific research should therefore focus on developing a methodological
framework for assessing the effectiveness of capital investment in the context of
sustainable development. This includes creating an integrated composite indicator that
combines the economic, social, and environmental dimensions of investment
performance. Promising research directions include [3-6]: (1) assessing the impact of
decentralisation on regional investment balance, analysing how shifts in local governance
powers influence resource distribution and community welfare; (2) modelling capital
investment redistribution scenarios to forecast changes in economic structure and living
standards under alternative financing strategies; (3) examining international experience
— particularly from EU countries, Canada, and Scandinavia - to adapt best practices in
investment management to Ukrainian conditions; (4) evaluating the social impact of

investments through the lens of human development, exploring relationships between



investment flows, the Human Development Index, employment levels, migration

dynamics, and environmental security.
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